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Foreword

Paul D. Planchon, Associate Commissioner
Surveys and Cooperative Systems Group

Of al the areaswithin public elementary and secondary education that are experiencing rapid change,
noneisexperiencing more turmoil than school finance. In part, thisisthe result of the action of state courts
and state legislatures. Innovative proposals and new funding mechanisms are changing the traditional land-
scape of school district financing. Thisactivity in states has created arenewed interest in school funding at the
federal level.

Developmentsin School Finance contains papers by presenters at the annual National Center for Educa-
tion Statistics (NCES) State Data Conference. The Conference attracts several state education department
policymakers, analysts, and data providersfrom each state, who are offered training sessions and updates on
developmentsinthefield. The presentersare expertsin their respectivefields, each of whom hasaunique
perspective or interesting quantitative research to bring to bear on emerging issuesin school finance. The
reaction of the participantsto these presentations was overwhelmingly positive. We hope that will beyour
reaction aswell.

Thisreport isthe third publication of the proceedings of the State Data Conference. The papersare
intended to promote the exchange of ideas among researchers and policymakers. Becausetheviewsarethose
of the authors, the papers may provoke discussions, replications, replies, and refutations. If so, the publication
will have accomplished itstask. Therewould be nothing so satisfying to the Center as promoting and contrib-
uting to thefield of school finance.
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